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FOR : ASSISTANT SECRETARY HOLBROOKE 
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TAGS: PGOV, XC, ID 

SUBJECT: US PUBLIC DIPLOMACY IN ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 

REF : STATE 172357 

1 . IN GENERAL, PUBLIC DIPLOMACY OF THE NEW ADMINISTRATION IN 
THIS AREA HAS BEEN EFFECTIVE. NEW POLICIES HAVE BEEN ENUNCIATED 
CLEARLY IN STATEMENTS BY HIGH LEVEL OFFICIALS AND SUCH STATE- 
MENTS AND BACKGROUNDS HAVE BEEN GIVEN TIMELY DISEMINATION 
THROUGH WIRELESS F ILE AND DEPARTMENTAL MESSAGES. THIS HAS BEEN 
EFFECTIVELY SPPLEMENTED BY ITEMS AVAILABLE THROUGH ALERTS 
SYSTEM, BY VTR'S AND BY VISITING SPEAKERS. 

2. WE STILL HAVE TWO PROBLEMS WHICH REQUIRE CONTINUING 
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ATTENTION IN OUR PUBLIC DIPLOMACY: OUR POSTURE IN EAST 
ASIA AND HUMAN RIGHTS. 

3. WE STILL FACE DEEPLY IMPLANTED AND PERSISTENT FEELING 
THAT NEW ADMINISTRATION IS "WITHDRAWING" OR, AT LEAST, 

"REDUCING PRIORITY" IN EAST ASIA. THIS REMAINS CONVENTIONAL 
WISDOM HERE IN INDONESIA DESPITE VISITORS FROM NEW AD- 
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MINISTRATION, SIGNIFICANT STATEMENTS SUCH AS SECRETARY'S 
ASIA SOCIETY SPEECH, AGREEMENT TO US-ASEAN TALKS, AND 
SIGNIFICANT EFFORTS BY ADMINISTRATION ON BEHALF VARIOUS 
FORMS OF AID FOR INDONESIA. I CONFESS I AM BAFFLED BY 
PHENOMENON. FACT IS IT EXISTS AND WILL CONTINUE TO REQUIRE, 

ON OUR PART, REITERATION OF OUR INTEREST AND MAXIMUM OF 
ATTENTION TO AREA THROUGH VISITS AND CONCRETE ACTIONS. 

4. FULL APPRECIATON FOR PRESIDENT CARTER'S BROAD AND 
SYMPATHETIC INTEREST IN HUMAN DIGNITY AND BASIC RIGHTS IS 
HAMPERED BY FEELING THAT OUR APPROACH TO THIS ISSUE: (1) IS 
ACCUSATORY; (2) SEEKS TO IMPLANT AMERICAN MODELS ON 
OTHER SOCIETIES; AND (3) FAILS TO RECOGNIZE SPECIAL NEEDS 
OF DEVELOPING SOCIETIES. CLEAR PRESENTATION OF ADMINIS 
TRATION VIEWS IS COMPLICATED BY FACT CLEAR DISTINCTION IS 
NOT MADE IN LOCAL PUBLIC MIND BETWEEN OFFICIAL EXPRESSIONS, 
CONGRESSIONAL VIEWS, AND VIEWS OF NON-OFFICIAL HUMAN RIGHTS 
ORGANIZATIONS. IN ORDER TO PUT OUR INTENTIONS INTO CLEARER 
FOCUS, WE MAY NEED TO CONSIDER SOMEWHAT GREATER EMPHASIS 
ON THEMES THAT: (1) WE ARE NOT PROMOTING A SYSTEM; WE ARE 
PROMOTING AN ATTITUDE WHICH RESPECTS EACH HUMAN BEING AND 
HIS NEEDS AND RIGHTS; AND (2) WE RECOGNIZE THAT WITH BASIC 
RIGHTS GO BASIC RESPONSIBILITIES OF ANY INDIVIDUAL TOWARD 
OTHERS IN HIS SOCIETY AND THE WELFARE OF THAT SOCIETY. 

5. IN MY ABSENCE, CHARGE RIVES ANDPOLITICAL COUNSELOR 
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GARDNER WILL CONTINUE TO WORK CLOSELY, AS I HAVE, WITH 
PAO LAVIN IN REVIEW AND DEVELOPMENT OF USIS COUNTRY PLAN. 
NEWSOM 
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